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SASTER RELIEF Bné"gmg“’Kodagu BackTo Its Feet Is The__Next Step, But Has Sparked A Row
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Bengalurn: Earnataka as-
sembly speaker KR Ramesh
1] Kumar's initiative to _help
Kodagu flood victims has put
MEAS in a bind. The presid-
ing officer wants lis legisla-
turs to donate Rs 25 lakh from |
their [ocal area development
s (LAD) scheme grants. but
riles forbid it, and many law-
makers have aIready spent

Ples: TO)

LAs in aspof

out of misery
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h B & Snnnwm_u@tlmesgrnup com buomera.ngmg The d.lS'LI'll:t
administration should have :
Madikeri: In what would bie imposed the ban only in !
musicto the cars of Kodagu's  Madikeri, South Kodaguwas
residents, the tourism depart-  not affected by floods: Buf due

ment said tourist arrivals
have started despite the ban
and the sector was likely to
bounce back earlier than ex-

E evelopl two:-
i drfferentfssusandshould
notbermxed.'m;m" arish

the district have been bat-
tered by raim and landslides

pected. Around 31 villages of -

to the ban, the seg:or will
need niore time to reévive,” he
said. “The district economy,
which largely depends on
tourism, has collapsed. Work-
ers haveno jobs. All these fac- !
tors aré inter-linked:”. - tE

thelr fund allecations. but enquirtes from tourlsts With the Madikeri Dasara .
'The speaker on August 30 have resumed already. - .- 0xganising committbe: :
wrote toall 224 members of C Jagannath, decidingto keep the

‘theassembly, asking them tn

REBUILDING

GU

*  begenerousand spare mongy
from their LAD funds. Coun-
.cil chairman Basavaraja Hor-
atti followed suit, asking all
75-MLCs to chip in by donat-

3 . . deputy director annual *festival
A.suou‘r Leglslators are nane too pleased with speaker KR " Em;st‘h};egﬁgﬁfn?n‘?‘ gf ﬂ:e]:_ttounim law-p ‘; ofile,
epartment, many tour op-

Ramesh Kumar's directive to donate LAD funds o . ityonidenca s putis . tofd ot priabe i
Suresh Kumar said, addmg, " K Gopalaiah, for instance, has . place the mechanism t6 - “We have that one op-
“Also, It comes at the costof  issued letters to spend Rs 45 - divarttAD funds:for ﬂ°°d extended tion left for
development work in assem-  lakh, and has proposed to de. rel|ef Harish said. - - the banon them is to
bly constituencies, for which  velap roads and parks i his “ Officials in the ﬂmnce_ . tourist stay, § grganise
legislators are mandated to  constituency at an estimated ; depamnen{'saldme .. keeping in theme based
spend the fund on.” * cost of Rs 75 [akh. * amérigmént to'guicgliiesof mingd safety. tours. “We
MLAsand MLCs getRe 2 “[ agree that Bengalure- 5 Most village needto rebrand
crore & year under LAD  ans are duty bound to sup- roads have been & Kodagu tourism.
fund scheme, and the money  port the people of Kodagu as pmposal ficeds £ he' :nduded repaired. In Madik- - ~Theme-based tour-

ing Rs 25 lakh to the flocd
relief fund.

The directives have raised
the hackles of MLAs and
MLCs, as they have already
donated a month's salary for
relief. Also, veteran legisla-
tors said the speakir has no
mandate to issue instructions
ta thent, and is only ihe cus
tuchan of the assembly

“Itis pur duty to chip ini.
this hour of distress, and
there’s no denying that the
speaker has taken up a great
cause. But any move to divert—
LAD funds cails for an amend-
ment to guidelines,” former
legislative affairs minister
and senior BJP legislator S.

is parked with the respec-
tive deputy commissieners,
who release funds based on

announced work worth
- more than that——
-..Mahala, kshmi Tayout MLA

incicating that the speaker's decision could be unilateral. “It
seems to be a noble cause, hut [ have no knowledge about it,” said
j Krishna Reddy. “Also, | don't know whether rules permit iegisiators
ll to comply with the speaker’s appeal, PIi discuss this with him.”
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the rive Cauvery slakes pur I thesupplementary. budiget
thirst. I've mobilised funds ~ and getthe assembly's . -
from people and donated Rs ~ "aPDeoval. Diverting funds.

eri, tourists may face
.. some difficulty due-to roads .
collapsing. But otherwise,

difficulty. I'm answerable to
my voters on de"e'apment M
Gopalajah said.

sich” saldanofficiabinte "y 0 o
anon visitof tour-—
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TMance aeﬂm"t“‘?@!ﬁ ists to Kodagu district has
been extended till Septem.
ber 9, from the earlier date

Rural Tourism, said it may *
take one or two months for
full resurnption of tourist ac-
tivities. “The decision to ban
: tourist stay in the district is
e z

+* appeal is concermied, it is only

a request, and its upto ifle 2
" legisiators to respo 58
- said Horattl,

ist activities, like herit-
age tourism and eco-tourism
may help revive the sector. We

the legislators’ recommen- 25 lakh to the C’s Calamity ~ Withoiitlégaf chinges wi - everything isnorinal Weare  are working ori this how,” saia
dations. Every legislator got * Relief Fund. But asking us . AmOUNLD breach ofpriviiege. confident that dnce the ban  Dinesh Chowta, 2 tour opera-
Rs 50 lakh this yeir, and  to spare money from the  “ThereSno'sich projosal order is lifted, fourism may  tor from Madikeri

many of them have already LAD fund would pui me in - Defore the government return to normal,” he said. "The governient needs

“totake up promotmn work
or it may take months to- o
gether for revival. The state | :
gevernment must spread the

&V&T:ng;mmmd of August 31 word that tourist spots of
eputy speaker IK Krishna Reddy said he was nat informed MLUAs and MiCs to donate Sagar Apparanda, presi- | the district are intact, If this
about the move ta divert LAD funds for Kadagy relief work:, ‘WYGHE'W -dent-of the Assceiation for ‘séctar is not revlved it may

" add torthe woes of tHe figod- i
affected as many displaced - ©
families are <ependent on
tourism for their-liveli-
hood,” Chowta szid.



